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1, (Four Times Amended) A process for drying wet F32. which comprises 
placing a stream of the smi F32 m co&Mmus contact wSth & feed slock of a 
compos&ofi comprising a molecular steva selected from a 3A, 4A or 5A type sieve, 
at: a first temperature of between S and 78 : C, and at a first pressure of between 0,6 
m& 25 atm, 

wherein the sieve feed stock is regenerated by the process which consists m 
passing a stream of an inert gas over the feed stock, at a second pressure at about 
atmosphere pressure: 

(j) at a second temporature between 70X and r/G'C, for the time 
required to remove at least 80% r of the initial amount of F32 absorbed m the feed 
stock,, and then 

(jj) at a third temperature between 180 <: C and 300 n C, for the time required 
to remove at least 90%, of the initial amount of water absorbed in the feed stock. 

2. (Thrice Amended) The process according to dam 1 , whereto 
the stream of F32 to foe dried is & stream of gss, and the first pressure & between 
0.6 end 10 aim. 

3, (Twice Attended) The process according to claim 1. , wherein the stream of F32 
comprises a water con lent of kt& ihm I0>000 ppm. 

4. (Twice Amended) The process according to claim i, wherein the wet F32 is placed 
m contact with the sieve feed stock in a colon m located downstream of a plmt for 
m&nifactijn&g F32 
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.5, (Twke Amended) The process according to claim t t wteefe ih$ molecular sieve 
mv4 p a 3 A type sieve. 
Claims 6-10 canceled. 

11 (Twice Amended) The process according to claim 1 , wherein 
the first temperature is room temperature, 

1 2. (Twice Amended) The process according to ciaim 1 , wherein 
the first pressure is between 0.8 and 17 atm, 

1 3. (Twice Amended) The process according to claim 2, wherein 
the first pressure is between 0.8 and 5 atm. 

14. (AmM) The proofs according to claim 3 t wherein the water content & km thm 
6000 pprn. 

Claim 15 canceled. 

1 6. (Thrice Amended) The process according to claim 1 , wherein 
the second: temperature is between 80 - C and 185 C C and at least 90% of the initial 
amount of F32 absorbed in the feed stock is removed. 

17, {Thrice Amended) The process according to claim 1 , wherein 
the third temperature is between 190*C and 250 °C and at least 95% of the initial 
amount of F32 absorbed in the feed stock is removed. 



Claims 1 8 - 20 canceled. 



Application/Control Number: 09/456,558 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1724 

2 i (Amended) A process for drying wet F32, whM* comjafees pfeefeg a stream of the 
said F32, comprising a water conimt of tern than 10,000 ppnx m comtmious contact with a feed 
stock of a composition comprising a molecular sieve selected from a 3 A, 4A or 5A iype sieve, at 
a temperature of beivv^n 5 a&d 78*€> and at a pressurs of tewesn 0,6 and 25 mm, 

wberem the sieve feed stock is regensnxled by the process which consbt.s hi posing a 
stream of mi inert: gas o ver the feed stock, at & pressure M about atmospheric pressure; 

(j) at a temperature between 7Q*C and 3 70*C for the lime required to remove at 
least 8€f%> of the initial axno^t of F32 absorbed m the feed stock* and then 

(it) at another temperature between WfC md 30GX-, for tfec time required to 
remove at least 90%. of the initial amount of water absorbed m the feed, st ock . 

22, {Once Amended) The process according to claim 1 , wherein 
the inert gas is helium. 



